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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
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Sir: 



In response to the Final Office Action dated July 21, 2003, a Reply is presented as 
follows. 



In the claims 

1 . (Previously amended) A method of preconcentrating trace analytes, comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a hollow capillary having at least one sol-gel extraction medium within 
said hollow capillary, said sol-gel extraction medium chemically bound to inner walls of said 
hollow capillary to form a sol-gel extraction medium-loaded capillary, and 

exposing said loaded capillary to a sample containing at least one target analyte, 
wherein said target analyte becomes disposed inside said loaded capillary. 
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